
Education in Canada

Partnership, cooperation and exchange 
to benefit students, institutions and 

Canada-Finland relations



Greetings from the Embassy of Canada 
in Helsinki

• Ambassador Andrée Noëlle Cooligan works to 
strengthen and develop Canada-Finland relations 
across the board.

• Our staff includes diplomats and locally engaged staff 
specializing in policy, trade, cultural affairs, 
administration and public affairs.

• CETA, our shared jubilee year and shared priorities in 
the Arctic council during Finland’s chairmanship have 
been at the forefront this past year.



Canada150 – Finland100

This year, Canada celebrates 150 years of 
confederation while Finland rings in its 

centennary.



Post-secondary Education in Canada

• Canadian post-secondary institutions are 
becoming increasingly well-known 
internationally.

• Universities and colleges fall under provincial 
or territorial regulation (except the Royal 
Military College of Canada).

• Of the provinces, Québec has a particularly 
unique secondary and post-secondary system. 



Post-secondary Education in Canada

• Colleges and universities are degree or diploma-
granting institutions offering various programs of study, 
similar in distinction to universities and universities of 
applied sciences in Finland. 

• These programs of study are usually more general in 
their content with a focus on research or theory, 
providing students with the basis to enter a variety of 
fields in their own domain or pursue specialization.

• A vocational school is an institution that provides 
occupation-specific training, which can lead to an 
associate degree, diploma, certificate, or another 
similar credential.



Vocational schools

Vocational and technical schools in Canada are either public or private 
institutions that provide career training programs, apprenticeship 
programs, and much more. These schools can be characterized by the 
fact that:

• The majority of training options fall into one of four main 
categories, which include construction, manufacturing, service, 
and transportation.

• Instructors are typically industry-experienced professionals who 
possess an understanding of the practical abilities and theories 
required to enter the specific area that they are teaching.

• Programs are developed with a strong focus on career readiness 
and generally contain significant hands-on training and 
opportunities for obtaining real-world experience.

Source: Vocation Schools Canada



International students in Canada

• Canadian post-secondary institutions have seen a 
notable rise in applications and enrollment of 
international students over the last decade.

• In 2014, there were approximately 89,000 full-
time international undergraduate students in 
Canada (11% of full-time undergraduates), and 
44,000 full-time international graduate students 
(almost 28% of all graduate students). (Source: 
Universities Canada)



Internationalization in Canadian 
post-secondary education

• Canada wants more international students.

• 96% of Canadian universities include 
internationalization as part of their strategic 
planning. 

• 97% of Canadian universities offer 
international experiences, with almost all 
including coursework abroad.



Universities Canada publication on 
internationalization

• Available for download



EduCanada

Global Affairs Canada has created EduCanada, a 
brand intended to promote Canadian education 
abroad. 



• One stop for information on programs of study, applying, 
getting a student residence permit and more.

• Canada’s missions abroad participate in study fairs, visit 
schools and promote Canadian education through social 
media and other outreach.

• EduCanada.ca has tools and information that are easy to 
use and provide support to international students from 
initial interest to enrollment.



After graduation?

• Like Finland, Canada has programs and 
incentives to help international graduates of 
Canadian universities stay in Canada to work, 
pursue further qualifications or start a 
business.

• For more information see Immigration, 
Refugees and Citizenship Canada, where 
there is an easy-to-use tool to see what 
program best suits your situation and needs.



Studying English or French in Canada

• Languages Canada / Langues Canada helps 
international students find programs of study 
in English or French.     



Next steps in Finnish-Canadian 
Education Exchange

• Continuing to promote international 
education, exchange and cooperation.

• Facilitating communication and cooperation 
between Finnish and Canadian institutions as 
needed.

• Providing information, support and for 
students and institutions interested in 
international mobility in education between 
Canada and Finland. 



Thank you! Merci! Kiitos! Tack!


