
Introduction to KOREA

Overview

[Clockwise from the upper left: Korea’s spring, summer, fall, and winter 
landscapes]
The Korean Peninsula is divided between north and south, making Korea one of 
the only divided countries in the world. The following information is about South 
Korea.
Korea has four distinct seasons, with each offering unique and beautiful 
landscapes. In the spring, forsythia, cherry blossom, azalea and many other 
flowers are in full bloom; in the summer, people travel in numbers to the coasts 
to enjoy their vacation on the beach; in the fall, the mountains put on a 
fascinating coat of crimson leaves; and in the winter, the land is covered with 
snow.
The capital of Korea is Seoul, and the government is led by Park Geun-hye, 
elected in 2013 as the first woman president of the country.
The Korean economy is driven by the manufacturing and exports including ships, 
automobiles, mobile phones, PCs, TVs, and other electronics to countries all 
around the world. Korea has enjoyed rapid economic growth thanks in large part 
to its export-focused strategy. In 2012, Korea’s GDP was USD$1.16 trillion based on 
IMB statistics. Today, the nation boasts the 15th largest economy in the world. 
Recently, Korean dramas and movies are also widely exported thanks to the 



Mountains cover 70% of Korea's land mass, making it one of the most mountainous 
regions in the world. The lifting and folding of Korea’s granite and limestone base 
create a breathtaking landscape of scenic hills and valleys. The mountain range that 
stretches along the length of the east coast falls steeply into the East Sea, while 
along the southern and western coasts, the mountains descend gradually to the 
coastal plains that produce the bulk of Korea’s agricultural crops, especially rice.

popularity of Korean pop culture. K-pop stars are also active on the world stage.
The Korean population reached 51.03 million as of May 2013 (based on the 
statistics of the Ministry of Security and Public Administration), with a large 
proportion living in major metropolitan areas. To disperse the population to 
regions outside the metropolitan cities, the Korean government is relocating many 
government organizations to locations outside of Seoul, with the process set to be 
completed in 2014.

Map of Korea
The Korean Peninsula is located in North-East Asia. It is bordered by the Amnok 
River (Yalu River) to the northwest, separating Korea from China, and the Duman 
River (Tumen River) to the northeast which separates Korea from both China and 
Russia. The country itself is flanked by the Yellow Sea to its west and the East 
Sea to the east. There are several notable islands that surround the peninsula 
including Jejudo, Ulleungdo and Dokdo.
The Korean peninsula is roughly 1,030 km (612 miles) long and 175 km (105 miles) 
wide at its narrowest point. Korea's total land area is 100,033 sq km, and it has a 
population of 49.8 million people (2011).
Because of its unique geographical location, Korea is a very valuable piece of land 
and an international hub of Asia.



▶
Geographic position - Between 33˚ and 43˚ north latitude, and 124˚ and 131˚ 
east longitude (including North Korea)

▶
Highest mountains in Republic of Korea - Hallasan Mountain on Jeju-do, 1,950 
meters (6,400 ft); Jirisan Mountain, 1,915 meters (6,283 ft); and Seoraksan 
Mountain, 1,708 meters (5,604 ft)

▶
Rivers - Nakdonggang River, 522 km (324 miles); Hangang River, 494 km (307 
miles); Geumgang River, 396 km (246 miles)

▶ Economic status (2010) – GNI USD 986.2 billion; GNI per capita: USD 20,759



   About DAEGU

 Daegu is a metropolitan city in Gyeongsangbuk-do (southeastern part of Korea) 
close to the cities of Gyeongju and Andong. Nestled into a valley with mountains 
on practically every side, Daegu was once notorious for its sultry summer 
weather. In an effort to rectify this naturally sticky situation, the city government 
planted numerous trees along the city streets, improved the river flow, and built 
parks and fountains throughout the area. Though still rather muggy in the 
summer, Daegu has the image of being a clean and environmentally-friendly city.

Though not as widely publicized as the capital city to the north, Daegu is a big 
city with a large population. With the exception of beaches, the city offers 
practically everything you could ever want in a Korean travel destination—
mountains, temples, historical sites, and a beautiful natural landscape. The city 
has an advanced textile and fashion industry and is known for its medical tourism 
and Oriental medicine. Daegu's advanced textile and fashion industry has made 
the city a forerunner in fashion and its downtown commercial districts is filled 
with young fashionistas strutting their stuff and showing off in the latest fashion 
ensembles. The city is so well known for its fashion forward thinking that it is the 
first place fashion designers go to gauge consumer reactions to new styles and 
products.

Walking along the unique streets and alleyways of Daegu is an adventure in and 
of itself. Cultural relics are tucked between modern buildings and there’s plenty to 
see and do. The modern culture tour that traces the city’s last hundred years of 
history draws a large number of visitors every day. 

Daegu offers so many attractions that it cannot be defined by one color or flavor. 
So if you’re looking for a smorgasbord of sightseeing, head to Daegu for a 
rainbow of diversity. 



The National Flag of Korea
The Korean flag (태극기) is called "Taegeukgi" 
in Korean. Its design symbolizes the principles 
of the yin and yang in Oriental philosophy. The 
circle in the center of the Korean flag is 
divided into two equal parts. The upper red 
section represents the proactive cosmic forces 
of the yang. Conversely, the lower blue section 
represents the responsive cosmic forces of the 
yin. The two forces together embody the 
concepts of continual movement, balance and 
harmony that characterize the sphere of infinity. 

The circle is surrounded by four trigrams, one in each corner. Each trigram 
symbolizes one of the four universal elements: heaven ( ), earth ( ), fire ( ), and 
water ( ).

The National Flower of Korea
The national flower of Korea is the mugunghwa 
(무궁화), rose of sharon. Every year from July 
to October, a profusion of mugunghwa 
blossoms graces the entire country. Unlike most 
flowers, the mugunghwa is remarkably tenacious 
and able to withstand both blight and insects. 
The flower’s symbolic significance stems from 
the Korean word mugung, meaning immortality. 
This word accurately reflects the enduring 
nature of Korean culture, and the determination 
and perseverance of the Korean people.

National Symbols

People
Koreans are largely ethnically homogenous and have their own form of writing 
called Hangeul.. Born with Mongolian spots, Koreans are believed to be 
descendants of several Mongol tribes that migrated to the Korean Peninsula from 
Central Asia. 



[Jeondong Catholic Church (left) &Bulguksa Temple [UNESCO World Heritage]
in Gyeongju (right)]In ancient times, Koreans believed in shamanism, a primitive 
form of religion that has deep roots in folk beliefs. With the introduction of 
Buddhism to the Goguryeo Kingdom in 372 A.D., Buddhism began to flourish in 
Korea. As a result there are many old Buddhist buildings and sculptures located 
throughout the Korean Peninsula. Some of the most well-known include Haeinsa 
Temple, which houses the Tripitaka Koreana (a collection of Buddhist scriptures 
carved on over 80,000 woodblocks; UNESCO’s Memory of the World), Seokguram 
Grotto (UNESCO World Heritage), and Bulguksa Temple (UNESCO World Heritage) in 
Gyeongju. 
Christianity’s spread first reached Korea around the 18th century and the number 
of Christians has rapidly increased since then. In modern times, Christianity is the 
most prevalent religion in Korea with the Korean population being 26.3% Christian, 
23.2% Buddhist, 1.3% other, and 49.3% non-religious. (Courtesy of Doosan 
Encyclopedia Doopedia) 

[Photos of Korean celebrities displayed inside the Tourist Information Center 
of Korea Tourism Organization]

The most notable Korean figures in 2013 are Park Geun-hye, Korea’s first 
female president, Psy, who became a world-wide celebrity thanks to his song 
“Gangnam Style”, and Kim Yuna, who won gold medals at the 2010 
Vancouver Winter Olympics and 2013 World Figure Skating Championships 
with her unrivaled figure skating skills. 
Also, the recent Hallyu (Korean Wave or the popularity of Korean pop 
culture) boom has helped popularize K-Pop stars such as Girls’ Generation, 
and SHINee, and actors like Kim Su-hyeon, and Song Joong-ki, but these are 
just a few of the many Korean celebrities who are gaining immense 
popularity around the world. 



Hangeul – Korea’s Official Alphabet
Hangeul (한글), Korea’s official alphabet, was first invented by King Sejong during 
the Joseon Dynasty. Originally called Hunminjeongeum (훈민정음), the language 
was conceived in 1443, and further promulgated by the King in 1446. At the time 
of its inception, the language consisted of 17 consonants and 11 vowels however, 
since then, 3 of the originally established consonants and 1 vowel have fallen 
into disuse bringing the total number of characters to 24. Syllables are formed 
by the selective combination of vowels and consonants to create words.

The official name for the Korean language was changed to 'Hangeul' in 1910. 
Hunminjeongeum Proclamation Day was called ‘Gagya Proclamation Day’ up until 
1926, and it wasn’t until 1928 that it was changed to its current title, ‘Hangeul 
Proclamation Day’. 

The chart below represents the 24 Hangeul characters together with their 
romanized equivalents. 'The Hunminjeongeum,' a historical document which 
provides instructions to educate people on the use of Hangeul, is registered with 
UNESCO. UNESCO awards a 'King Sejong Literacy Prize,' every year in memory 
of the inventor of Hangeul.

Hangeul written in syllabic units made up of two, three, or four letters.

Hangeul

Consonants

g, k b, p k

n s t
d, t ng, silent p
r, l j h
m ch

Vowels

a o yu

ya yo eu
eo u i
yeo

Language



Buddhism

Buddhism first made its way into Korea in the 2nd year (A.D. 372) of the reign 
of King Sosurim of the Goguryeo Kingdom. After its introduction, Buddhism 
exerted a powerful influence in the Baekje Kingdom and Silla Kingdom. The 
Bulguksa Temple and the Seokguram Grotto, which are designated as World 
Cultural Heritage sites by UNESCO, are Buddhist creations from the Silla 
Kingdom that are said to reflect the importance of Buddhism at this time. 
Buddhism has exercised a far-reaching influence on Korean culture throughout 
its long history. Korea’s invaluable Buddhist heritage abides in the nation’s 
buildings, sculptures, paintings and handicrafts.

Protestantism &Catholicism

Protestantism came to Korea after the signing of the Korean-American Treaty 
in 1882. Since Christianity challenged the basic values of Joseon society, its 
believers were subject to persecution in the early years, but as Christians took 
an increasingly active role in the anti-colonial struggle against the Japanese 
and churches promoted more educational opportunities, Christianity gained 
more acceptance. Today Korean churches evangelize abroad, and approximately 

Religion &Beliefs



twenty five percent of the Korean population is Christian. Catholicism first 
came to Korea as a western academic theory. Korean tributary missions to the 
imperial court of China took an interest in Jesuit missionary books and brought 
them back to Korea for further study. In 1784, the first Korean was baptized in 
Beijing and returned to Korea to set up a house of worship. Despite 
considerable persecution by the government, numerous people joined the 
Catholic Church. Presently, over two million people in Korea belong to the 
Catholic church. 

Confucianism

Confucianism was a common philosophy in ancient Korea that brought about 
profound changes and exerted considerable influence on the Korean people. It 
has become an indispensable component of the Korean moral system, way of life, 
and national law. Confucianism, which was the major philosophy of the Joseon 
Dynasty, eventually gave rise to ‘Silhak,’ or ‘practical learning.’ Confucianism has 
deeply permeated the consciousness of Korean people and can be seen today in 
many forms, including two ceremonies that continue today: ‘Jongmyo Jerye,’ the 
royal ancestral service at Jongmyo Shrine, and ‘Seokjeon Daeje,’ the worship rites 
at the Seonggyungwan in honor of Confucius, his disciples, and other celebrated 
Chinese and Korean Confucian scholars. 

Shamanism

Various shamanistic practices are deeply ensconced in Korean life. Modern 
shamanism still remains very similar to folk beliefs from ancient times, as it has 
remained relatively uninfluenced by Buddhist tradition. It is closely related to the 
rituals of primitive cults and communal rites for the gods of heaven. Even today, 
Shamanism in Korea is a practice that seeks to solve human problems through a 
meeting between humans and the spirits. This fundamental principle can be seen 
in the various types of shamanistic rites which are still widely practiced today.

< The source from KOREA TOURISM ORGANIZATION www.visitkorea.or.kr >


